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The prevention of infection is a major priority in all 
healthcare and everyone has a part to play.
•	 Please decontaminate your hands frequently for 

20 seconds using soap and water or alcohol gel if 
available

•	 If you have symptoms of diarrhoea and/or 
vomiting, cough or other respiratory symptoms, a 
temperature or any loss of taste or smell please do 
not visit the hospital or any other care facility and 
seek advice from 111

•	 Keep the environment clean and tidy
•	 Let’s work together to keep infections out of our 

hospitals and care homes.

Donated Bone
Trauma & Orthopaedics
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In preparation for surgery your Consultant will have discussed the 
possibility of receiving donated bone from another patient. This 
leaflet helps to explain what is involved. 

How is bone donated? 
Bone is donated by another patient during hip replacement 
surgery when the ball part of the hip joint [known as the head of 
femur] is removed and replaced. Instead of discarding this bone it 
is donated and stored. 

How can donated bone be used to help me? 
Donated bone (known as allograft) is “ground-down” at the 
time of your operation and then used to build-up the bone that 
has become worn or damaged. Allograft can take many months 
to incorporate so if your surgery has been to your hips or lower 
limbs you may need to use crutches while the bone heals. Your 
Consultant will give you advice about any precautions that you 
will need to take.

How are donors checked? 
All potential donors are carefully assessed and questioned about 
their suitability by an experienced Nurse. 

Blood samples are taken to ensure that the donor is free of 
infections such as HIV/AIDS, Hepatitis B&C, Syphilis and HTLV-1 & 2. 
Samples of the donated bone are also tested for signs of infection. 

How safe is donated bone? 
By carrying out the above tests all reasonable precautions will 
have been taken to minimise any risks to you. Furthermore, 
donated bone will not be available to any patient until all the 
above tests and checks have been completed. 
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Where can I find further information?
If you have any questions or concerns please contact your 
Consultant or the Bone Bank at the address below.

Bone Bank 
Pre-operative Assessment Clinic 
Hollybank Day Case Unit 
Level 3 
Cannock Chase Hospital 
Brunswick Road 
Cannock 
WS11 5XY 
Telephone: 01543 576589

Further information about tissue donation can be obtained from:

The National Blood Service:  
www.blood.co.uk/

The Human Tissue Authority:  
www.hta.gov.uk/

The British Association of Tissue Banking:  
www.batb.org.uk/

Glossary of Terms:
TB:	 Tuberculosis

HIV:	 Human Immuno-deficiency virus

AIDS:	 Acquired Immune Deficiency Syndrome

HTLV-1 & 2:	 Human T-Lymphotropic Virus type 1 & 2



Designed & Produced by the Department of Clinical Illustration, 
New Cross Hospital, Wolverhampton, WV10 0QP  Tel: 01902 695377.

Review Date 15/09/2028	 Date Produced 2011	 WCA_1553_22.10.25_V_5


