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The prevention of infection is a major priority in all healthcare and everyone has a part to play.
•	 Please decontaminate your hands frequently for 20 seconds using soap and water or alcohol gel if available
•	 If you have symptoms of diarrhoea and/or vomiting, cough or other respiratory symptoms, a temperature 

or any loss of taste or smell please do not visit the hospital or any other care facility and seek advice  
from 111

•	 Keep the environment clean and tidy
•	 Let’s work together to keep infections out of our hospitals and care homes.

Cell salvage during a caesarean section
Critical Care Services

Introduction
This leaflet will explain what cell salvage is, when and how it is used and the related benefits and 
risks associated with its use.

What is cell salvage?
•	 Cell salvage is a way of collecting blood that is lost during an operation, and cleaning it so that it 

can be given back to you

•	 The aim of giving this blood back is to reduce the problems during and after the operation 
caused by too much blood loss 

How is it done?
•	 Blood that is lost during your caesarean section is collected using a cell salvage machine

•	 This machine then cleans the blood and separates it into different parts, saving just the red blood 
cells (which carry oxygen)

•	 The blood can then be given back to you during the operation or afterwards

•	 Your blood will only ever be given to you. Similarly, during cell salvage you will never be given 
anyone else’s blood. This is different from a standard blood transfusion where blood is donated 
by another person and then given to you 

What are the benefits of cell salvage?
•	 If you lose blood during your operation, cell salvage can help by reducing the need for a blood 

transfusion donated by someone else. This reduces the risk of reactions to the wrong blood type 
occurring, or of transmission of infection from someone else’s blood

•	 Cell salvage may also be acceptable to people who do not wish to have a transfusion of donor 
blood for reasons of faith or for other reasons

•	 If you are a blood donor and have received only cell salvaged blood, it may be possible for you to 
continue as a blood donor when you have recovered from having your baby
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What are the risks?
In the past there have been two main risks of using cell salvage during caesarean section.

•	 The first is that amniotic fluid (the ‘waters’ that surround the baby in the womb) could enter 
your bloodstream and cause harm through an allergic reaction

•	 Cell salvage has been used in caesarean sections for many years and there is no evidence of this 
happening

•	 The second is that the baby’s blood could enter your bloodstream causing you to develop 
antibodies that could harm a baby in future pregnancies

•	 This can only happen to women who are the blood group RhD negative (“rhesus negative”)

•	 If you are RhD negative AND your baby has the blood group RhD positive (“rhesus positive”) you 
will be offered an injection to prevent antibodies forming, within 72 hours of having your baby

Where can I get more information?
•	 Ask your obstetrician, anaesthetist or midwife if cell salvage is suitable or if it is needed during 

your caesarean section

•	 For further information about cell salvage please visit:  
http:// www.transfusionguidelines.org.uk/transfusion-practice/uk-cellsalvage-action-group
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