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COVID-19 antibody testing - Information for
patients

If we need to take your blood as part of your clinical treatment today we will also test to see whether you have
antibodies for COVID-19.
For more information please read the information in this booklet.

What is an antibody test?

An antibody test can show if you have had the virus that causes COVID-19. It does not show whether
you currently have COVID-19.

What does a positive result mean?
If you have COVID-19 antibodies it means that you have probably had COVID-19 at some time and
that your body has produced antibodies to it. This does not mean you cannot catch COVID-19 again.

What does a negative result mean?
If you do not have antibodies it may mean either that you have not had COVID-19 or that you have
had it very recently: too soon for any antibodies to be detected. We think it takes 21 days after
infection for antibodies to be detected.

Does the result affect my treatment?
It is unlikely to affect your treatment.

Can I still get COVID-19 even if | have a positive result?
Yes - as far as we know, having antibodies to COVID-19 does not protect you from further COVID-19
infection (although it might).

If | have antibodies could I still be a carrier of the virus and infect

others?
Having antibodies means that you are unlikely to be carrying the COVID-19 virus, so the risk that you
might infect someone else is low. We do not know if you can get COVID-19 again and therefore you
are still strongly advised to follow national advice relating to social distancing and infection control.

/The prevention of infection is a major priority in all healthcare and everyone has a part to play. )
e Please decontaminate your hands frequently for 20 seconds using soap and water or alcohol gel if available

e If you have symptoms of diarrhoea and/or vomiting, cough or other respiratory symptoms, a temperature
or any loss of taste or smell please do not visit the hospital or any other care facility and seek advice

from 111
e Keep the environment clean and tidy
& Let's work together to keep infections out of our hospitals and care homes. J
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Who will know my result?
The Trust will know your result in confidence and we will need to report your results to Public Health
England because Coronavirus is a notifiable disease.

If you have a Wolverhampton GP, they will have access to your result.

How will my information be used?
The anonymised results across the testing programme will provide information on the prevalence of
COVID-19 in different regions of the country and help better understand how the disease spreads.
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English

If you need information in another way like easy read or a different language
please let us know.

If you need an interpreter or assistance please let us know.

Lithuanian

Jeigu norétuméte, kad informacija jums baty pateikta kitu badu, pavyzdziui,
supaprastinta forma ar kita kalba, prasome mums apie tai pranesti.

Jeigu jums reikia vertéjo ar kitos pagalbos, praSome mums apie tai pranesti.

Polish

Jezeli chcieliby Panstwo otrzymac¢ te informacje w innej postaci, na przykiad w
wersji fatwej do czytania lub w innym jezyku, prosimy powiedzie¢ nam o tym.

Prosimy poinformowac nas rowniez, jezeli potrzebowaliby Panstwo ustugi
ttumaczenia ustnego lub innej pomocy.

Punjabi

A 30§ feg Arzardt fant d9 gu few, fad ugs few wAs gu A fant g+t s feg,
gl 3 3 fagur 39a Ag HI

A 3Tg TIHE € A AoTfesT € 837 J 3 fagur a9d AG ©HI

Romanian

Daca aveti nevoie de informatii in alt format, ca de exemplu caractere usor de
citit sau alta limba, va rugam sa ne informati.

Daca aveti nevoie de un interpret sau de asistenta, va rugam sa ne informati.

Traditional Chinese
MEBTEUHLM AT RELE, WEESREAMIEM, FHEIFRN.
MEEBREOFRAREEY, BEHEIRRA.

Designed & Produced by the Department of Clinical Illustration,
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